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SUBJECT: AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST: LIBERIA TO SEVER DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

REF: A. MONROVIA 5989 (NOTAL): B. MONROVIA 5984 (NOTAL); 

C. MONROVIA 5921; D. MONROVIA 5875; E. MONROVIA 5874 

1. PRESIDENT TOLBER INVITED ME TO THE EXECUTIVE MANSION 
AT 8:30 A.M. TODAY AND INFORMED ME THAT HE HAD RELUCTANTLY 
COME TO THE DECISON THAT LIBERIA MUST SEVER DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAELI. HE CHARACTERIZED THE DECISION AS 
BEING "FORCED TO TAKE A POSITION ON THE MIDDLEEAST WHICH 
HURTS ME." SAID RELATIONS WILL REMAIN SEVERED UNTIL SUCH 
TIME AS ISRAEL RELINQUISHES ALL ARAB TERRITORIES NOW HELD 
IN CONTRAVENTION OF UN RESOLUTIONS. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
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2. HIS BASIC REASON FOR DECISION IS HIS BELIEF HE CAN NO 
LONGER AFFORD TO BE POUT OF STEP WITH HIS OAU COLLEAGUES. SAID 
IF HE DOES NOT DO WHAT "OTHER OAU COLLEAGUES ARE DOING IN 
EXPRESSING THEIR SOLIDARITY IN KEEPING WITH AN UNDERSTANDING 
REACHED AT THE LAST OAU MEETING." HIS POSITION AS AN AFRICAN 
LEADER WOULD BE GREATLY DIMINISHED, AS WOULD LIBERIA'S 
WORLD IMAGE. TOLBERT EXPRESSED THIS IN AT LEAST THREE 
FORMULATIONS DURING THE CONVERSATION, EMPHASIZING THAT IT 
WAS NOT WHAT HE WANTED TO DO BUT WHAT HE FELT HE MUST DO. 
ADDED THAT HE COULD NOT AFFORD TO BE ISOLATED FROM HIS 

OAU COLLEAGUES AND THAT IT WOULD BE "TREMENDOUSLY EMBARRASS- 
ING" TO BE "OUT OF TUNE." 

3. TOLBERT ASKED FOR USG UNDERSTANDING OF HIS POSITION. 
EMPHASIZED THAT THIS STEP DID NOT ALTER HIS FEELINGS OF 
FRIENDSHIP FOR ISRAEL OR HIS BELIEF IN ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO 
EXIST. SAID PEOPLE OF ISRAEL KNOW LIBERIA'S POSITION AND 
HOPED THEY WOULD UNDERSTAND NECESSITY FOR THIS ACTION. 

4. I EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF THE REASONING WHICH LED 
TO THE DECISION, BUT EXPRESSED REGRET THAT GOL HAD FOUND 
IT NECESSARY TAKE THIS ACTION. I REVIEWED ARGUMENTS USED 
IN PREVIOUS MEETING WITH HIM (REF B). POINTED OUT THAT THE 
ISOLATION HE FEARED WAS ALSO BEING FOISTED UPON ISRAEL BY 
THE AFRICAN STATES AND COULD CAUSE ISRAEL TO BECOME 
LESS WILLING TO LISTED TO AFRICA. SAID I HAD HOPED THAT 

GOL WOULD HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE PEACEKEEPING FORCE RATHER 
THAN TAKE THIS STEP. TOLBERT SAID HE HAD INSTRUCTED HIS 
UN PERMREP TO MAKE OFFER TO SYG FOUR DAYS AGO. AS OF THIS 
MORNING. HAS RECEIVED NO RESPONSE. 

5. TOLBERT SAID HE HAD SPENT MOST OF LAST NIGHT CONSIDERING 
THIS DECISION, TOGETHER WITH CHIEF JUSTICE, VICE PRESIDENT, 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. PLANS TO INFORM FULL CABINET LATER TODAY 
AS WELL AS ISRAELI AMBASSADOR. (ISRAELI AMBASSADOR HAS 
BEEN ASKED TO MEET WITH FONMIN DENNIS AT 1 1 :00 A..M.). 

6 AFTER THE MEETING DCM ASKED FONMIN DENNIS WHETHER 
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ISRAELI'S WOULD BE EXPECTED TO REMOVE THEIR ENTIRE MISSION 
FROM MONROVIA. DENNIS DID NOT ANSWER THE QUESTION DIRECTLY 
SAYING "WE ARE NOT GOING TO TELL THEM TO GET OUT IN A HURRY. 
WE'LL GIVE THEM ALL THE TIME THEY NEED TO GET THEIR AFFAIRS 
IN ORDER." 

7. COMMENT: WE ARE NOT SURPRISED AT DECISION, BUT WE DO 
FIND THE TIMING RATHER ODD. WE HAD THOUGHT GOL'S OCTOBER 
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30 STATEMENT (REF A) WAS CONSIDERED BY GOL TO HAVE BOUGHT 
IT SOME TIME. NO DOUBT KENYA'S SEVERANCE AND ANTICIPATION 
THAT IVORY COAST WILL SOON FOLLOW SUIT FORCED TOLBERT OVER 
THE PRECIPICE. TOLBERT’S MANNER OF PRESENTATION AND 
DEMEANOR DURING COVERSATION SUGGESTS THAT HE SINCERELY 
REGRETS TAKING THIS ACTION BUT HAS BEEN CONVINED THAT HE 
HAS NO OTHER CHOICE. 

MANFULL 
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